
 

  

  
 

Finding Strength in One Another 

  

  
 

  

This July, we welcomed the beginning of OAR's Fiscal Year 2027 with gratitude and a 

renewed commitment to our mission. This month has reminded us of both the beauty 

and the challenges of our shared humanity. We witnessed moments that celebrated love, 

unity, and belonging, while also holding space for individuals, families, and communities 

grieving heartbreaking events around the world. 

Moments like these remind us that joy and grief often exist side by side. Even in difficult 

times, we can choose compassion over judgment, connection over division, and care for 

one another. Those values are at the heart of OAR's work every day as we journey 

alongside individuals and families impacted by the criminal legal system and work toward 

communities where everyone has the opportunity to thrive. 

As we begin FY2027, we are grateful for your partnership and look forward to another 

year of building stronger communities together. Thank you for continuing to journey with 

us as we work toward a future rooted in justice, joy, and liberation. 

  

  

The Collective 

  



  

  
 

Welcoming OAR's FY2027 Board of Directors 

  

  
 

As we begin a new fiscal year, we are pleased to welcome OAR's FY2027 Board of Directors 

and officers. Our board members bring passion, expertise, and a shared commitment to 

advancing OAR's mission and vision. Together, they help guide our organization as we 

continue building communities rooted in justice, joy, and liberation. 

We are also deeply grateful to the board members whose terms have recently concluded. 

Their leadership, generosity, and dedication have strengthened OAR in countless ways and 

helped position OAR for the future. We thank them for their service and the lasting impact 

they have made on our organization and the individuals, families, and communities we 

journey alongside. 

We invite you to meet our FY2027 Board of Directors, learn more about each member, and 

view their biographies and photos on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 



A Little Less to Worry About 

  

  
 

 



My name is Gloria*, and I'm raising my grandson while his mom is incarcerated. Like so 

many grandparents, I never imagined I'd be starting over, getting ready for another school 

year, packing lunches, helping with homework, and making sure he has everything he 

needs. I love him with all my heart. There are days when the financial stress feels 

overwhelming. 

Last year, OAR's Project Backpack provided our family with a gift card for a new backpack 

and school supplies, and I felt so relieved. For the first time in weeks, I wasn't worrying 

about how I was going to afford everything on the school supply list. Instead, I could focus 

on helping my grandson get excited for his first day of school. Watching him pick out the 

perfect backpack was something I'll never forget. He wore it proudly all the way through 

the store and couldn't wait to show it to his friends. 

That gift card represented so much more than school supplies. It reminded me that our 

family isn't alone and that people in our community truly care about children like my 

grandson and grandparents like me. As his grandmother, I carry a lot of responsibility, but I 

also carry love for my family and excitement for my grandson's future. OAR's support gave 

us one less thing to worry about so we could focus on what matters most, helping my 

grandson begin the school year ready to learn, grow, and thrive. 

As another school year approaches, I'm grateful that OAR continues to support families 

like ours. Knowing that other children and families will experience that same relief means 

more than I can put into words. 

*At OAR, we are committed to ethical storytelling that honors the dignity, privacy, and 

safety of the individuals and families we journey with. To protect confidentiality, names, 

identifying details, and circumstances have been changed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Project Backpack 

  

  
 

 



As a new school year approaches, OAR is journeying with children and families impacted 

by the criminal legal system through Project Backpack. 

 

Project Backpack helps strengthen family connections by providing each child with a $50 

gift card, allowing their family to purchase the school supplies, clothing, shoes, or other 

back-to-school essentials they need most. Whenever possible, the gift is accompanied by a 

handwritten note from their incarcerated or recently returned parent, guardian, trusted 

adult, or other loved one, reminding the child they are loved, encouraged, and thought of 

as they begin a new school year. 

 

By centering families' choices and honoring these important relationships, Project 

Backpack helps children start the school year with both practical support and meaningful 

connection. 

 

Will you help make this possible for a child this school year? 

 

You can support Project Backpack by making a financial donation or by donating new $25 

or $50 Visa or Amazon gift cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



  
 

August Tour 

  

  
 

 



We invite you to tour OAR's Welcome Center and experience the space where our vision of 

justice, joy, and liberation comes to life. During your visit, you will explore the refreshed 

space and learn how OAR journeys with individuals and families impacted by the criminal 

legal system, creating pathways to opportunity, stability, and hope. 

This is more than a tour. It is an opportunity to see how dignity and restoration are woven 

into the work we do every day. You will also be greeted by our Ambassador of Happiness, 

therapy dog Charlie, who brings joy to the Welcome Center each day. Space is limited; 

registration is required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



  
 

Shape the 2027 County Legislative Agenda 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Every year, Arlington County creates a legislative package that outlines the County’s 

legislative values, initiatives, and positions for the Virginia General Assembly Session.  

The 2027 General Assembly session begins on January 13, 2027, and is scheduled to 

adjourn in early March. It is the 45-day “short” session. Beginning in January, the General 

Assembly will consider a myriad of issues and will include the creation of a new two-year 

budget for the Commonwealth.  

Residents interested in providing their thoughts are encouraged to take 3 to 5 minutes to 

complete the feedback form linked below.  

This feedback form closes at the end of the day on July 31st, 2026. All questions should be 

directed to the County Board Office at 703-228-3130 or countyboard@arlingtonva.us. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:countyboard@arlingtonva.us


  
 

Charlie's Barks of Wisdom 

  

  
 

 

Hi Friend, 

Sometimes the smallest acts of kindness make the biggest difference. A backpack, a smile, 

a helping hand, or simply letting someone know they are not alone can brighten 

someone's day. Thank you for helping OAR build a community where children, families, 

and neighbors know they belong. 

-Charlie 



 

  

  
 

Give With Confidence 

  

    

 

  

  
 

 

  

  

Our Contact Information 

OAR of Arlington, Alexandria and Falls 

Church 

P. O. Box 41030 

Arlington, VA 22204 

703-745-5441 

http://www.OARonline.org 

 

Unsubscribe | Manage email preferences 

 

 

Follow OAR on Social Media! 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.LDXdcyW2aqoEUq-2FwAfv0ezprduVbexfWzfNxlXApj8M1Q-2B0wNPrTdITKIgZdG-2B5gKxvg-2BT-2BpdNSmXc6nEGNATg-3D-3Dd1y1_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2prvuIIg9ID85LXtIbHgEp3eGwhCu4y-2F-2BpNLzD55OOd7qnAjJZyZSbAIb8WrUqHf0n730BXa2WyrjTan0pW2tESqvGPMD5J4SXdK3BFK6JDiEojlYzrlUAN8jy3-2FGo6G-2Fq3XvAq9-2FF-2B-2FhIp8ozM0WQg-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLB1XwmfyOMoQCEFaXs6oQqg1V-2FcRf3zUQHMCu6aV92u38r5Vf3ZzaTcB-2F-2F-2FClXk57u2i-2FvvI5tPhyH2btAMA53PEQCMEY6QMFWjJO-2Fmd3GMd0-2BwVaFg-2FEGIjs57ACYIJh09Trr53P-2B2WCy5tUgHLHBXbwTNWmLDM8qKLm8ZB1AiPOssPBYY4qN-2B-2BcvwNekK9TzDYHeMDfk4slYbeWjJoDadFZ6lwFN7nLbugZSY3NLN4Y37sOOHBEAs0BZguUjNVuryHCgG7P1jKlLe-2BRw-2FRXbSMi7N-2BBKOV1FndpQOvfrvMD1dE_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2g39kPs-2B-2BM4h1uWzquPIHEl6iVsFAwBWIzP6MogwULk6j1fMwXnC6IKeJsfteFQTPSTMrl91NTPfoAT9spRShoa-2FMsotJNj1Rtxt70rrhwvBdBs9xZrrwiOHmJW1A2VyicuyEs4obKLTo0YZeRjuJzw-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLB1XwmfyOMoQCEFaXs6oQqg1V-2FcRf3zUQHMCu6aV92u38r5Vf3ZzaTcB-2F-2F-2FClXk57u2i-2FvvI5tPhyH2btAMA53PEQCMEY6QMFWjJO-2Fmd3GMd0-2BwVaFg-2FEGIjs57ACYIJh09Trr53P-2B2WCy5tUgHLHBXbwTNWmLDM8qKLm8ZB1AiPOssPBYY4qN-2B-2BcvwNekK9TzDYHeMDfk4slYbeWjJoDadFZ6lwFN7nLbugZSY3NLN4Y37sOOHBEAs0BZguUjNVuryHCgG7P1jKlLe-2BRw-2FRXbSMi7N-2BBKOV1FndpQOvfrvMo8i8_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2FPu1FOkZBijGy0f9damMFuOciYbS8-2BTb64NwFYZJl1IyQTf-2BAtXB0BiDLObtWr5omgXWvYPWD0n6Rln2IETyTL8KGegZG-2FCWVXVXqpYkSeBJd9upy05LDIB2LVHaiN5wsElHV4UrXcGqISk2Aky12g-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLJLVVpHABANbesNh-2BwFEwGs9tTgTjTH0YtaqvL-2F3h24YjBp8-2BOpE4kOe7m0BAQ0gYw-3D-3DbdTz_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2CkgJPhPyv92uWOZ2Zbol4iTs7GqPI2Ymx52aGmWvAyBc99VVw7X-2BbUPsYgPOQcjHo8TVLiNZgX8zZUqnDJyn3vm0E9RTE-2FQ3Q4Bywo6HtrOn-2BjiVzGkafSppGODJzN-2FiwB8wgCHI1Ts2WL1Xl7G9CA-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLDHwy6r7b3-2Fh3oLHZcbQ1dwt8SlhgHY0yijZg-2BOISoFm-2BhMTzaCLtbRuESmcma1aDw-3D-3DY_FE_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ21734mQ8guPQmccK3kjp2Qn6CpLxMDg63lLUM8q0oiSVbW9-2FLbYwvOyfFtSm5-2FQCxwZpm9w1yOh0uzoSQ6SnK-2BN3bgm70v7Ci9pBWubYYZxof0-2Fe7ncAZ7dekPYmWxxZZQwxkghGvr87e94MOtgvblQ-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLBL2UrXTzOqWiLXzwzPVMwgdYs-2F3lo4GSLIg81b9EZdeYlE8MobtMbLeVvr0g6-2FYwQ-3D-3DaEdj_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2pLYkvisdF4fubGA0VaWVybNKk3vlMpCfhZJppc1jXJ8lVyB8xRUYj4IyG3bt4tDJv4-2BV-2FU-2BB20sjZDOEefrxfrKUbCcHGRPscWo-2BXEQnoc9iPx4jQOU8BCecooB40CMWO2002j-2FQg-2FfjCWWFy1QOSg-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLNhNFYNua5ma6bcLlxvJbkb14-2FZu2dLpKr9tb2ZlnoKUXhoOVsT-2FuINqtNqIbkb0wSCiu2ipdDc6u-2B2gtWA8vIM-3DBXQQ_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2nk1ojnPIGdeKbGDCmqbll3H8KKz91muo6Xi8AtCflwQNgSDekZkON-2BjNLfJCnpXdW1NphWr6Yirl6KCd41jExZb-2BiRSzoHe9fwP6AV8tjx1PS-2BiT3hpDbioc758PnA-2B56iDDIiZ3199YxqA340UwMw-3D-3D
https://u7261841.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.3GCtCTgQMt1krxrLlJ5wLFT6q9-2BUZ6l20aLsEnJ4d5nSIJSlX0SyJ21gVNtlFrJB2J-2F8kpMcPW3tnR5qoBMYkA-3D-3DKjXV_MP2S-2B0f8YZV5jQCnGBr2til2gLrIbN-2BBvP-2BJIgde4XZml7QrWv2L8xfaZPu1uuisiB9G1-2F8n4B4hcnH-2BB7mGcWaXxULMZJ10TkKdA1mdc0maAlFDhqLVz-2BsswmWXYVl-2BozGzrY7kz-2FD-2BNPkcEqOAXUTiVn7nFPl1nKdIAzy1X5Fti8BI8Tj2kj-2FOhC4x46E6JbMHFTMsTxq3ZTLH6htl986DTb7b7HPfH3yYnJheII8bCxldI3fJJUjQ9JUvTcZ2jSf3kW-2B4H9ZrBA7kV-2B4fBrI2fzpDztGmZIuLyhfQXrDF2c-2Bt19sepDpS2-2FQuc2lOtTvcxck8gnKtGmWZxvHKartT2OWdaR1nTHXyg-2FoXH-2BLizaodciLqdsK3vh1QaRaG4VR5zoPqpD-2BDBZd-2FBEelbA-3D-3D
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